Villoglandular adenocarcinoma of the cervix: cytologic presentation.
Villoglandular adenocarcinoma of the uterine cervix is a recently described neoplasm which occurs primarily in young women and has an excellent prognosis. In many instances, these lesions may be treated conservatively with cervical conization rather than hysterectomy, a therapeutic option of particular importance for young women who wish to preserve reproductive capability. This paper describes the cytologic findings on cervical smears from three women with villoglandular adenocarcinoma, two treated conservatively with cervical conization and one managed with hysterectomy. Characteristic cytologic features in these cases included the presence of long villous fronds and papillae lined by columnar cells with intact cytoplasmic borders and minimal to moderate cytologic atypia. Also noted were strips and three-dimensional ball-like clusters of cells with smooth, intact communal cytoplasmic rims. Apoptotic bodies and scattered mitoses were observed. Recognition of the above features warrants inclusion of this entity in the cytologic differential diagnosis, with conservative histologic follow-up prior to more radical therapeutic measures.